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CHARACTERISTICS OF ATTENTION 

SYSTEM IN CONTROL AND ADDH 

GROUPS OF CHILDREN OF PRIMARY 

SCHOOL AGE 

O.M. Razumnikova, E.U. Lapina, N.V. Volf

Attention characteristics in children of primary 

school age were studied using a battery of com-

puter-aided procedures of assessment of different 

attention functions. The children were diagnosed 

by symptom scores of attention deficit 

/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) in accordance 

with DSM-IV to make a comparison of the 

attention characteristics between the Control, 

Intermediary, and three subtypes ADHD groups. 

The results revealed a decrease of correct answers 

during task’s performance in all three subgroups of 

ADHD than the control sample. This effect can be 

associated with a relaxation of execution attention 

functions. Most pronounced imbalance of 

attentional processing including a decrease of 

characteristics of attention volume, sustained 

attention, and selectivity is obtained in the 

Combined type of ADHD. Intermediary and 

Hyperactivity groups are differenced mostly a right 

hemispheric deficit but the Combined type of 

ADHD exhibited a decrease of control attentional 

functions in both hemispheres. These effects 

indicate on different hemispheric organization of 

selective processes in the control group and ADHD 

groups. The developed complex assessment of 

different attention functions in children can help in 

a differentiation of variable types of inattention 

including the diagnosis of ADHD. 
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7. Asymmetrical visual-spatial attentional performance 

in ADHD: evidence for a right hemispheric deficit / 
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– 1995. – Vol. 37. –  11. – P. 789-797. 
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9. Performance and private speech of children with 

Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity disorder while taking the 
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