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Determinants of accepting unintended pregnancies by Ukrainian women: results of a

2007 survey
Julia Barska

BACKGROUND. In Ukraine, much
public attention is given to adolescent
girls and young women as a main ‘risk
group’ for terminating an unplanned
pregnancy in case it occurs. The objec-
tive of the study was to clarify whether
this concern is substantiated.

METHODS. Data from a nationally rep-
resentative Demographic and Health Sur-
vey on women of reproductive age were
used to examine the relationship of preg-
nancy order number, age when a woman
became pregnant and her marital status
to accepting unintended pregnancy. A
subsample of 517 women having been
pregnant within five years preceding the
interview were divided into non-accep-
tors (unintended pregnancy was termi-
nated) and acceptors (pregnancy ended

with live birth though was unintended at
the time of conception). Independent
variables included pregnancy- and child-
bearing-related, socio-demographic, and
behavioral characteristics. Odds ratios
were calculated using bivariate and mul-
tivariate logistic regression analysis.

RESULTS. Controlling for all other fac-
tors, being 23 years and younger com-
pared to 24-37 years old was positively
associated with accepting an unintended
pregnancy. With every next pregnancy,
odds of accepting an unintended preg-
nancy decreased by 0.6. Being married
compared to being unmarried was nega-
tively associated with accepting an unin-
tended pregnancy in bivariate analysis,
which was attenuated in multivariate
analysis because of predominance of the

first pregnancies among never married
women. Furthermore, women from all
other regions of Ukraine compared to
women from Western regions were less
likely to accept an unintended pregnancy,
and so did women of Christian Orthodox
and no religion compared to women of
other religions.

CONCLUSIONS. Attention of public
health programs and policies should be
paid to the women with children, whose
needs in reliable contraceptive methods
are not met. Post-delivery contraceptive
consultations may be a great tool in over-
coming this gap. In addition, women
from non-Western regions are at greater
risks of terminating an unintended preg-
nancy.

DakTOpH NPUWHATTS HE3AIJIAHOBAHUX BATiTHOCTEH KiIHKaMM B YKpaiHi, 3a
pe3yiabTaramu onutyBaHHs 2007 poky

Bapcbka HOnis MpuropiiBHa

AKTVYAJIBHICTb. B YkpaiHi Haii-
OUIBIIY yBary rpoOMasChbKOCTI IPUILIS-
FOTh JKIHKaM ITiJ[TiITKOBOTO 1 PAHHBOT'O
JIOPOCIIOTO BIKY SIK OCHOBHIN «IpyIi pH-
3HKY» [IEPEepPBATH HE3aIIAHOBAHY Barit-
HICTb, SIKII[O TaKa CTAETHCS.
JlocnimkeHHs MaJlo Ha METI 3’sICyBaTH,
YH 1Ie Ma€ MiArPyHTsI.

METO/IU. lani 3 HamioHaIBEHO penpe-
3€HTATUBHOTO OMUTYBaHHSI XKiHOK Perpo-
JIyKTHBHOTO BIiKy MO0 neMorpadii i
3710pOB’st OyJI0 BUKOPUCTAHO JJIS TOTO,
100 MepeBipUTH 3B’ 30K MiXK TOPSIIKO-
BHM HOMEPOM BariTHOCTI, BIKOM KIHKH
Ha 4ac ii movarky i ii IUTFOOHUM CTaHOM
Ta MPUIHATTIM He3aIIaHOBAaHOI BariT-
HocrTi. [TinBubipky 3 517 KiHOK, OCTaHHS
BariTHICTH SKHX BiAOyIacs MPOTATOM

I’ SATH POKIB IIe€pe]l IPOBEACHHAM OIHUTY-
BaHH:, OyJI0 pO3MIJICHO Ha JIBi TPYIIH:
THX, XTO HE IPUIHSB He3aIlJIaHOBaHY Ba-
TITHICTH (BaTiTHICTH 3aBepIumiIacs adbop-
TOM), 1 THX, XTO 1i IPUUAHSB (BariTHICTh
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3aBepUIMIacs HAPOKEHHIM KUBOT JAU-
THUHH, X04a Oyia He3aIuIaHOBaHOO Ha
MOMEHT 3a4aTTs). Jlo mpeauKkTopiB Haje-
JKaJIA XapaKTEPUCTUKH {ITOHAPOPKCHHSI
1 BariTHOCTEH, collianbHO-aeMorpadivHi
1 IOBE/IIHKOBI 3MiHHI. Bysio po3paxoBaHo
BiJTHOIICHHS IIAHCIB, BUKOPHCTOBYHOUH
JIBO- Ta 0ararOBUMIpHHH JIOT1CTHYHHUNA
perpeciitHuii aHamis.

PE3VIIBTATU. 3 ypaxyBaHHSIM BCiX
IHIIAX 3MiHHUX BiK 23 pOKIB 1 MOJIOA-
IIAA TOPIBHSHO 3 BikoM 24-37 pokiB OyB
MO3UTUBHO MOB’3aHUN 3 IPUHHATTIM
He3arIaHOBaHOT BariTHOCTI. 3 KOXKHOIO
HACTYITHOIO BaTITHICTIO IIAHCH MIPH-
iHsTH 11 3HMKYyBanucs Ha 0,6. 3aMibKHIH
NUTIOOHUH CTaH TOPIBHSIHO 3 HE3aMIKHIM
OyB HETaTUBHO TOB’I3aHUH 3 IPUHHST-
TSIM HE3aIlJIaHOBAHOT BariTHOCTI y JIBOBH-
MIpHOMY aHai3i, aje el 3B’ 30K 3HUK y
OaraToBUMipHOMY, Yepe3 Te 1o OyB MO-
J(iKoBaHUH ITepeBakaHHSM BIIEpIIIe
BariTHHUX cepell HEOAPY)KSHNX KIHOK.

Kpim TOT0, )KUTENBKH YCIX IHIIHUX perio-
HIiB YKpaiH¥ MOPIBHSHO 3 MEIIKaHKaMHU
3axiHUX PETiOHIB MaJIA MCHIIII IaHCH
NPUIHSATH He3aIUIaHOBaHy BariTHICTb,
TaK CaMo SIK JKIHKH, 1110 HaJIe)Kallu J10
NPaBOCIIaBHOI XPUCTHUSHCHKOT 200 He Ha-
JISKAJIH J10 )KOJHOT PeJIirii MOPiBHSIHO 3
YKIHKaMH, 1110 CIIOBIIyBaJI PEIITy pelti-
riif.

BUWCHOBKM. ITonituku i mporpamu
OXOPOHH T'POMAJICEKOTO 3/I0POB’SI MAIOTh
MIPUIUIATH YBary JKiHKaM 3 TIThMH, Ui
oTpedr y HaJiiHUX METo/1aX KOHTpa-
nenmii He 3axoBoieHi. [licismonorose
KOHCYJIBTYBaHHS III0/10 BUKOPUCTAHHS
METO/IiB KOHTPALIETIIIi] MOXE CTaTH I10-
TY>KHUM IHCTPYMEHTOM Y 3aIlOBHEHHI
uiei mporanuau. Kpim Toro, iHKH 3 He-
3aXiJTHUX PerioHiB YKpaiHu MaroTh OiIb-
LM PU3HK MIepepUBATH HE3aIIaHOBaHY
BariTHICTb.
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